BY ORDER OF THE SHAH

cry was so loud and inspiring that it had the effect of
heartening his own troops and of striking terror into the
breasts of the enemy. His empire stretched from the
Indus to the Caucasus. His travelling tent was of red
cloth lined with violet satin, ornamented with every con-
ceivable bird and animal, and studded with precious stones.
The throne, secluded behind two screens embroidered in
diamonds, and representing two angels, needed seven
elephants to transport it. Many of the jewels came from
the treasure chest of the Delhi Moghuls. About twelve
years after he ascended the throne he was assassinated.
His son tore out the murderer's eyes, and handed him
over to the dead Shah's harem.

Persian might declined in civil war.
The next three Shahs were blinded by usurpers. Things
went from bad to worse. In 1750 the chief of an aboriginal
tribe announced himself regent, and ruled most of Persia,
making Shiraz his capital. After his death, rulers came
and went.

At the end of the eighteenth century, Agha Muhammad
Shah founded the Kojar Dynasty, which persisted until
Riza Pahlevi came on the scene. Agha Muhammad chose
Teheran as his capital, although in barren country, because
it adjoined that of his own tribe, the Kojars. Old-
fashioned historians licked their lips over him, saying that
"he waded through seas of blood to reach his throne."
He at once seized and tortured the deposed heir. He had
one of his own brothers blinded and another murdered. To
punish a rising at Kerman he levied a toll of so many sacks
of human eyes, involving over thirty thousand people*
The eyes were cast on the ground before him that he
might count them with the point of his sword, saying to
his minister:

"It is well.   Had any been missing, yours would have
made up the number."

He handed thousands of Kermani women to his soldiers*
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